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SECRET ACCRA 7842 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR AO GB GH OAU 

SUBJ: BONGO ON RECOGNITION OF FNLA-UNITA 

REF: KINSHASA 10142 (STATE 278578) 

1. WE ARE SURPRISED TO SEE GHANA ON BONGO'S LIST OF POTENTIAL 
RECOGNIZERS OF FNLA-UNITA COMBINE AND BELIEVE THERE IS 
POSSIBILITY HE MAY BE AS WRONG IN LONGER RUN ON GHANA AS HE 
HAS BEEN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY ON NIGERIA. 

2. GOG IS HOLDING TO ITS ANNOUNCED POSITION OF WITHHOLDING 
SUPPORT FOR ANY FACTION IN HOPE THAT COALITION REGIME WILL 
EMERGE IN ANGOLA THROUGH OAU EFFORTS. THIS WAS PUT FORWARD 
STRONGLY AS RECENTLY AS LAST EVENING BY MFA AFRICA DIRECTOR 
FOLI TO POLCOUNS. 

3. BUT PRESSURES TO MOVE TO MPLA SIDE ARE PRESENT. NOT LEAST 
AMONG ITEMS SUPPORTING THIS PRESSURE IS PRESUMED PRESENCE 

OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA. EVEN GROUPS SUCH AS RATHER 
TAME ANTI-APARTHEID COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD MUCH PREFER TRIPARTITE 
COALITION AS SOLUTION IN ANGOLA ARE DISPLAYING RIGHTEOUS 
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4. WE HAVE REPORTED ALREADY DEMONSTRATION AND PETITIONS TO BOTH 
GOG AND US BY STUDENT MOVEMENT FOR AFRICAN UNITY. WE HAVE LITTLE 
DOUBT THAT SOVIETS ABETTED SMAU ACTION, AND WE SUSPECT THEY 
MAY HAVE ALSO AIDED MORE RECENT STATEMENT BY NATIONAL UNION OF 
GHANAIAN STUDENTS (NUGS) WHICH CALLED FOR RECOGNITION OF MPLA. 
EDITORIALS IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT PEOPLE'S EVENING NEWS IN LAST 
TWO DAYS HAVE CALLED FOR RECOGNITION OF MPLA. NONE OF THESE BY 
THEMSELVES WOULD BE LIKELY TO CHANGE GOG DECISION, BUT THEY ARE 
INDICATIVE OF INCREASINGLY ACTIVE ROLE BEING TAKEN BY THOSE WHO 
FAVOR MPLA AND WHO RECALL THAT FOR MANY YEARS GHANA WAS AMONG 
AFRICAN NATIONS WHICH SUPPORTED MPLA. 

5. THE NIGERIAN ACTION IS ALSO CERTAIN TO HAVE IMPACT HERE, 
ESPECIALLY IN GOVERNMENT QUARTERS. 

6. IN SUM, WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE EARLY CHANGE IN GOG POSITION, 

BUT WE ALSO DO NOT THINK BONGO'S ASSESSMENT IS REALISTIC. 
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